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Czech & Slovak Association of WA presents



LARKS ON A STRING / Skřivánci na niti | Comedy – Drama – Romance  
THE BACKLOT PERTH | Wednesday | 21 NOV | 6:30 PM
A delightfully stinging comedy which was previously banned in Czechoslovakia and re-released after 
the Velvet Revolution. Examines the life of a group of so called bourgeois in the 1950s, who have 
been forced to work in a junk yard for the purposes of re-education. A not-to-be-missed classic!

THE HASTRMAN / Hastrman |  Drama – Mystery – Romance – Thriller - Ecology 
OPENING NIGHT
LUNA LEEDERVILLE | Thursday | 22 NOV | 6:00 PM 
A visually compelling adaptation of Milos Urban’s awarded novel about Hastrman - a water spirit. In this 
romantic, fantastical, yet ironic story, love brings Hastrman unexpected happiness with an agonizing 
dilemma: whether to remain a wild creature or to cross the boundaries and become a human....

BEAR WITH US / Chata na prodej | Comedy  
LUNA LEEDERVILLE | Friday | 23 NOV | 6:30 PM
One country cottage, one fragmented family and one last opportunity to catch a blink of old 
memories. A comedy based around an intriguing series of events that eventually bring a family 
back together.

THE ODDSOCKEATERS / Lichožrouti |  Animation – Family – Fantasy 
THE BACKLOT PERTH | Saturday | 24 NOV | 2:30 PM
A humorous adventure based on the lives of the creatures we all know deeply - the 
oddsockeaters. Have you ever wondered where your second sock disappeared to? Come and 
enjoy this heart warming fairytale and find out! Animated feature movie for the whole family.

INTIMATE ENEMY / Důvěný nepřítel | Mystery – Sci-fi – Thriller  AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
LUNA LEEDERVILLE | Saturday | 24 NOV | 6:30 PM
Living in a bespoke intelligent house may sound like a dream, unless an intruder infiltrates the 
software and turns your life into a nightmare! A movie about how priorities change when someone 
steps into your idyllic and perfect life and turns it into an elementary struggle for survival..

JAN PALACH / Jan Palach | Biography – Drama – History         AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
CLOSING NIGHT 
LUNA LEEDERVILLE | Sunday | 25 NOV | 6:00 PM 
Breathtaking, well-made thriller describing the last six months of the life of Czech student Jan 
Palach who protested against the Soviet occupation and paid the ultimate price. Jan Palach 
wanted to study history, but instead, he became a part of the history.

FESTIVAL PROGRAM
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The Czech and Slovak Association of 
WA is enchanted to announce the 7th 
Czech and Slovak Film Festival of 
WA. The festival will take place in two 
amazing locations in Perth namely 
Luna Leederville and The Backlot Perth 
from 11th to 28th November. For the 
seventh time, we will be admiring the 
beauty and courage of the Czech and 
Slovak cinematography to present 
important themes with cruel accuracy 
but with unbelievable ease, great 
humour and (self) irony. 

Our motto “Full of stories” is 
represented this year by a drawing of a 
butterfly. This magical animal reflects 
perfectly vulnerability and beauty of 
the world at the same time. One of its 
wings shows what could destroy us, 
while the other one brings a positive 
message and hope that we still have a 
chance for a good future for us, all the 
species and the planet. The world is 
still living under the pandemic threat 
which mirrors our major sins and strips 
unpleasant discoveries about ourselves 
and others. So, we need the butterfly to 
remind us how fragile all the certainties 
actually are. This instant glimpse of 
truth can start the avalanche of a 
change.

About the price we are willing to pay 
for the truth is the first festival film 
Scumbag. The film was inspired by 
real-life events in Slovakia and describes 
a thrilling story about connections 
between crime, big businesses, politics 

and justice system. Does a life still have 
a real value?

The answer to this question (but from 
a different angle) could be found in the 
second film of the festival – A Diary of 
a modern dad. A comedy about being 
a dad of an unplanned baby could be a 
task worth millions of dollars, especially, 
when the expectations are so badly 
unrealistic. So, together, let’s watch 
a funny adventure of the first year of 
little Čeněk and suffering of his parents. 

The third film should also lift up your 
mood and be prepared as it might 
trigger your will to help others as we 
are bringing the family film Gump. 
Gump is a stray dog who is looking 
for his human soulmate and during 
his adventure, he is helping to change 
people’s lives. The power of changing 
your own destiny will connect all the 
last three films. The animated tale 
Even Mice belong to Heaven is an 
unbelievable adventure of two mortal 
enemies a mouse and a fox, who have 
to go together way further than to the 
end of the world to find friendship, 
love and understand what is really 
important in the life. Back on Earth (and 
even underground) takes place the fifth 
festival film – A New Shift. The light 
and comic documentary film about a 
very serious topic – about losing a job 
and the opportunity to start a new 
career. The camera follows our hero´s 
steps on his way from being a miner to 
becoming a programmer. 

WELCOME!
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The Closing Night of the Czech and 
Slovak Film Festival belongs to the 
film Prvok, Sampon, Tecka and Karel, 
a film about four friends who suffer 
from midlife crisis. And because they 
do not want to give up on the life yet 
they decide to play a game – a game 
which makes them to fulfil crazy tasks 
and face the consequences. However, 
can you really become a better person 
by stripping naked in public? Let´s find 
out together in Luna Leederville. Before 
the screening, the Audience Prize will 
be drawn and, as traditionally, we will 
serve delicious Czech and Slovak finger 
food. 

To celebrate the 7th year of the festival 
we organize the Ball of the Czech and 
Slovak Film Festival where we present 
the program of the festival and we 

have a Grand Opening of The CSFF 
WA 2021. 

We are also bringing five critically 
acclaimed short films made by ECU 
film students which will emphasise 
the festival atmosphere and propose 
a fresh look on timeless topics. Finally, 
every festival visitor will stand a chance 
to win one of our fabulous prizes from 
our generous sponsors. All the films are 
screened with English subtitles and only 
once, so do not miss your chance and 
book your tickets! 

I look forward to meeting you all at the 
cinema!

With love, 

Martina Tlamsova
President of CSFF WA

AHOJ!

CZECH AND SLOVAK  
ASSOCIATION OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA

The Czech and Slovak Association of 
WA is a not-for-profit organisation 
with over 60 years of tradition. 

The association was formed to support 
Czech and Slovak migrants starting a 
new life in Western Australia. It has since 
developed to become a cultural center of 
Czech and Slovak heritage. 

CSA upholds the founders’ aims to 
provide cultural, social and language 
platform and supports the Czech and 
Slovak people to thrive in Australian 
multicultural society.

www.czechslovakwa.org
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LETTERS FROM EMBASSIES

Dear ladies and gentlemen,

I am delighted to welcome you to the 
7th edition of the Czech and Slovak Film 
Festival Western Australia 2021.

Slovak film has undergone a difficult 
development in its history. The journey 
went from sporadic experiments 
through the formation of the national 
cinematography, the creative peaks of 
the 1960s, the difficult normalisation 
period to the search for new possibilities 
and values after 1989. In the light 
of moving images, many creative 
personalities have emerged in Slovakia 
and a number of film works have been 
created. Slovak film has become not only 
part of the artistic and cultural heritage, 
in national and European context, but 

also an irreplaceable testimony about 
the time society and country in which it 
was created. 

Thank you all for attending the festival. 
We have been very lucky to have such 
passionate festival organisers who keep 
pushing through the uncertainty and 
provide us with opportunities to watch 
Slovak and Czech films down under year 
after year.  

I look forward to seeing you in person 
next year, enjoy your screenings!

   
Tomáš Ferko

Ambassador of the Slovak Republic to 
Australia

BRATISLAVA
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LETTERS FROM EMBASSIES

Dear friends of Czech and Slovak film and 
culture, compatriots and fans, 

The 7th Annual Czech and Slovak Film 
Festival in Western Australia is ahead of 
us. I hope that the festival is as successful 
this year as in years past – 7 is a lucky 
number after all. It takes luck and a lot 
of work and determination to organise 
a festival when ever-present COVID 
restrictions are often working against 
you. I hope festival-goers manage 
to take something away from the 
festival this year, whether it be joy and 
optimism, or a lesson learnt, and that 
the festival can transport them beyond 

the borders of Western Australia into 
the cinematographic worlds created by 
Czech and Slovak artists.  

A big thank you to the Czech and Slovak 
Association of Western Australia for the 
support and to the organising team of 
the festival for all of their efforts, and 
to you – the audience – I hope you enjoy 
the films!

   
Tomáš Dub

Ambassador of the Czech Republic to 
Australia

PRAGUE
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PRVOK, SAMPON, TECKA  AND KAREL  
Prvok, Šampón, Tečka a Karel

CZECH REPUBLIC / 2021 / 118 min 
Comedy / Drama / Rating: 15+

Director: Patrik Hartl Cast: Martin Pechlát, David Švehlík, Hynek Čermák, 
Martin Hofmann, Daniela Kolářová, Kristýna Boková, Jana Kolesárová, 
Petra Polnišová

Tickets at: lunapalace.com.au

The film “Prvok, Šampón, Tečka and Karel“ was made by a 
director Patrik Hartl (a contemporary Czech novelist, playwright 
and theatre director) based on his best-selling book. However, 
the novel is not a simple template for this drama/comedy and 
many surprises await the reader. It is a touching comedy about 
the male view of the world, where evolving determination to 
change one’s life stretches relationships to their very limits. The 
film is an intelligent comedy for all about men doing silly things 
in hopeless situations.

Martin Pechlát as Prvok, David Švehlík as Šampón, Hynek 
Čermák as Tečka, and Martin Hofmann as Karel star as four 
middle-aged friends who admit that they do not live lives they 
have always wanted. They are facing the corrosion of their 
ideals, the fading of dreams and, as they claim, “shrinking of 
testicles”. They decide to solve their midlife crisis by creating 
a provocative game about performing almost impossible tasks 
and, by stripping naked in public or telling nothing but the truth 
for a whole day, they are trying to find their real identities, step 
up and eventually reshape their destiny...

Closing Night event - entertainment, draw of the Audience 
Prizes and delicious Czech and Slovak finger food will be served 
before the screening  

Czech with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE
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WA PREMIERE

SLOVAKIA / 2020 / 104 min 
 Drama / Thriller / Rating: 15+
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Director: Mariana Čengel Solčanská, Rudolf Biermann Cast: 
Jozef Vajda, Marko Igonda, Dano Heriban, Diana Mórová, Andrej 
Remeník, Dana Droppová, Petra Dubayová, Lukáš Pelč, Jakub 

A box office hit, Scumbag is a political thriller inspired by real-life 
events.

The story takes place in a small picturesque European country 
where anything can happen. The country is controlled by highly 
placed criminals, people linked to politics, the mafia and also 
the police, judges and big businesses. Power is the best way to 
protect your people from justice and serious consequences.

Fortunes can be made from government contracts and blackmail 
is just another kind of business. So, why have your working 
scheme put at risk while a young journalist starts uncovering an 
unbelievable story about a teenage drug addict who disappeared 
from a resocialization center and nobody misses her?

When traces lead to the highest circles of society, sticking your 
nose into things can be fatal. Life is sometimes cheap and death 
is just another commodity. 

Tickets at: stks.be/scumbag

SCUMBAG  
Sviňa

Slovak with ENGLISH SUBTITLES
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A buoyant romantic comedy about non-traditional parenting and 
love inspired by a popular blog by Dominik Landsman describing 
his experience as a new father who decides to take the parental 
leave to look after his child.

“Welcome to my world, welcome to hell.” The words belong to 
Dominik, an aspiring young writer whose life is about to change. 
Sometimes life accidentally puts you in a situation you do not 
expect, however, you have to deal with it as a real man! 

Nataša and Dominik become parents unplanned. Nataša, a 
successful designer of children´s toys, can better secure the 
family financially, so they agree that Dominik will take over the 
main part of the care for the newborn as a stay-at-home father. 
He approaches the task with a somewhat naive idea that it will 
give him enough time to finally write the book he has been 
planning for a long time. 

Dominik has to use all his ingenuity to manage the care of little 
Čeněk during the first year which sometimes becomes a struggle 
for survival. However, thanks to living with a small person, he 
also discovers how many forms love can take… 

DIARY OF A MODERN DAD  

Czech with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

CZECH REPUBLIC / 2021 / 92 min 
 Comedy / Rating: All ages

Deníček moderního fotra
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Director: Jan Haluza Cast: Jiří Mádl, Tereza Ramba, Lukáš Hejlík, 
Ondřej Malý, Pavla Tomicová, Ivan Lupták, Lucie Benešová, Roman 
Zach, Jakub Volák, Robert Jašków

Tickets at: lunapalace.com.au



14



15

Based on the novel of the same name, F. A. Brabec’s film 
adaptation stays relatively true to the book and presents a feel-
good story that highlights the need for friendship, family and, 
for many, dogs in our lives.

“I’m Gump and I was a stray dog.” In fact, every dog is a bit stray 
until he finds his human soulmate. The story is about finding a 
dog’s happiness and also about obstacles and traps on the way 
to the right person. It’s about the strength and resilience that 
lurks in every dog.

In the film we are taken on the adventure of life through the 
eyes of a dog who, whilst destined to be a stray living off the 
streets, finds his way into the home and heart of an elderly man 
struggling in life. Being led by Gump and her various canine 
companions, the people in the story (a well known cast to many, 
including the voice of Ivan Trojan as Gump) are led to remember 
the joys that life affords everyone, young and old, human and 
dog.

Viewers are advised that this film depicts off-screen abuse of 
animals which some may find distressing. No animals were 
harmed in the making of the film.

GUMP  

Czech with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

WA PREMIERE

CZECH REPUBLIC / 2021 / 92 min 
 Family / Adventure / Rating: All ages

Gump - pes, který naučil lidi žít
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Director: F. A. Brabec Cast: Boleslav Polívka, Eva Holubová, Ivana 
Chýlková, Karel Roden, Jana Plodková, Richard Krajčo, Patricie 
Pagáčová, Marek Taclík, Zbigniew Czendlik

Tickets at: lunapalace.com.au
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Tickets at: lunapalace.com.au

The story is based on a best-selling book by Iva Procházková 
and tells the story about the surprising friendship between a 
mouse and a fox who are the stars of Denisa Grimmová and 
Jan Bubeníček’s joyful animated film. It took almost 10 years to 
create the feature which was made in stop-motion. Stunning sets 
and more than 100 incredible puppets make for a marvellous 
visual treat.

Whitebelly the Fox and Whizzy the Mouse are sworn enemies 
on earth but they are unexpectedly thrown together in animal 
heaven, where the real adventure only begins. In search for 
Whizzy’s father they have to face many challenges and learn 
how to join forces to overcome obstacles. Along the way this 
unlikely pair develops an unbreakable bond. The story reveals 
that everything that seems to be the end is the beginning 
of something else and what appears to be invincible can be 
surmounted.  While the script tugs at the heartstrings it makes 
you smile at the same time.

The film Even Mice Belong in Heaven is a delightful ode to love, 
friendship, courage and the cycle of life, all delivered with a light 
touch and plenty of charm. 

EVEN MICE BELONG IN HEAVEN

Czech with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

WA PREMIERE

CZECH REPUBLIC / SLOVAKIA / FRANCE  / 2021 / 87 min 
Animation / Family / Adventure / Comedy / Rating: All ages

Myši patří do nebe
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Director: Denisa Grimmová, Jan Bubeníček  Cast: Pavlína Balner, 
Matouš Ruml, Ondřej Vetchý, Lukáš Pavlásek, Martin Stránský, 
Ludmila Zábršová-Molínová, David Novotný, Jiří Klem, Jiří Lábus
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Tickets at: lunapalace.com.au

Tomáš Hisem, the main protagonist of this award-winning 
documentary, is a 44-year-old miner whose coal mine Peskov 
closes, forcing him to look for a new job. He opts to retrain as 
a computer programmer through the government-subsidised 
“New Shift” scheme. He starts enthusiastically: he cuts off his 
long hair, moves into a new flat and finds a girlfriend through 
online dating.

Despite sending dozens of CV‘s to various IT companies he 
has no luck and he receives only rejections. At the same time 
his daughter (he also has two sons), to whom he pays monthly 
alimony, gives him an unintentionally painful reminder that her 
mum’s partner would be providing for her if Tomáš does not find 
a job. As the pressure builds, even if it is only in his head, our 
hero finds a job which he hates in a factory storage room but 
some opportunities in IT seem to be appearing...

A New Shift also gives the audience a good chance to revisit 
interesting questions about the automation of work and its 
effects on society. It also sends a more universal message 
without being sentimental: that the new technological era does 
not necessarily have to mean the end of everything old... Or that 
an old dog can still learn new tricks, given a proper chance.

A NEW SHIFT
Nová šichta

Czech with ENGLISH SUBTITLES

Director: Jindřich Andrš  Camera: Tomáš Frkal  
Cast: Tomáš Hisem

AUSTRALIAN PREMIERE

CZECH REPUBLIC / 2020 / 91 min 
 Documentary / Comedy / Rating: 15+
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IT’S NOT YOU - Jon Pettas - 11 NOV

As Dave and his sister, Emily, prepare to launch Re:Volve, a 
revolutionary personality enhancement startup, he struggles to 
juggle the envy of living in his sister’s shadow with the impending 
collapse of his relationship. When Dave discovers that his 
girlfriend, Liz, has packed her bags, he finds himself lacking the 
emotional capacity to handle her leaving. In an effort to attain 
control over his professional and personal life, Dave chooses to 
use his new technology to alter Liz’s personality. However, Emily 
grows suspicious and Liz begins to malfunction, leaving Dave with 
a choice: save himself, save Liz, or run.

Dylan struggles to put together an elaborate grazing table at his 
twin brother’s wake while juggling his own grief and annoying 
family members. As his cousin Stephie, dressed as the Grim Reaper 
for the occasion, offers him sarcastic comments, eye rolls, and 
glasses of wine, Dylan’s frustration builds as other family members 
poke and prod him. Finally, Dylan explodes in anger and reveals 
several family secrets that they’ve all been will-fully ignoring.

After being separated for many years, two estranged sisters are 
brought back together by their father’s unexpected passing. 
Darcy and Lily are left with the task of taking their old family 
piano to a secret location as part of their father’s dying wish. 
Being burdened with inheriting the dying family bar, Darcy 
must convince Lily that by selling their father’s legacy, they can 
finally move on and make something of themselves.

PIANO - Steven Clarke - 26 NOV

GRAZING TABLE - Alzbeta Rekosh - 25 NOV
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OPEN UP - Sam Siversson - 27 NOV

Open Up is a dark comedy that tells the story of Niamh Hansen, 
a closeted pathology technician who, during a routine autopsy, 
encounters the body of the victim of her homophobic bullying, 
Harry Porter. Much to her surprise, his body comes to life, giving 
her one last chance to make amends, and finally be at peace with 
her own sexuality.

Odette and Caleb are ready to take the next step in their 
relationship, but a pregnancy wasn’t quite what they had planned. 
While dealing with the pressures and anxieties of their future, the 
couple make a logical choice to terminate. Odette tries to get back 
to normality as soon as possible, the swimming pool being her 
place of calm. A vigorous swim session turns into the realisation 
of what her body has been through, and Odette faces the physical 
side effects one can experience after an abortion.

Marek Mendel is a talented Czech photographer and a film-maker. 
His work is presented by time-lapse films introducing a region in 
the Northwest of Czechia and the industrial town Ústí nad Labem 
and its surroundings to the viewer. Marek uses a soundtrack that 
guides the viewer on an aural journey that perfectly complements 
the stunning visual experience. His work is a result of painstaking 
patience. Even though, each short film has a length of only a few 
minutes it requires more than 30,000 images and over 100 hours 
of editing, processing and rendering!

TIME LAPSE - Marek Mendel

PEANUT - Taihra Swaine - 28 NOV
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TICKETS AND VENUES

LUNA LEEDERVILLE 
155 OXFORD STREET, LEEDERVILLE 

www.lunapalace.com.au

Closing Night $25.00
(Finger food, Entertainment and movie)

General admission
Adult  $20.00
Full time Student/ Pensioner  $16.00 
Luna Palace Privilege Card  $16.00
Child - afternoon screening  $12.00

BACKLOT STUDIOS 
21 SIMPSON ST, WEST PERTH

www.stickytickets.com.au

General admission
Adult  $20.00
Full time Student/ Pensioner  $16.00 

TICKETING INFORMATION

Box office hours vary between venues. Please ask at the venue for accepted 
credit cards and surcharges. Tickets purchased online may include surcharge. 
Festival tickets are non-refundable and non-exchangeable. Lost or stolen tickets 
will not be replaced or refunded. Ticket price includes GST.

We anticipate that door sales will be available for all sessions, however, this 
cannot be guaranteed. Patrons are advised to purchase their tickets in advance.

Dates, times and programmes are correct at the time of publication but may be 
altered due to unforeseen circumstances. We reluctantly reserve the right to 
change and replace programmes without notice.

All films are screened with English subtitles.

Please note: Please book your tickets early as the seating is limited. 
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MARTINA TLAMSOVÁ
President of the festival /  
Graphic Designer

ALZBETA REKOSH
Trailer Editor  /  
Short Movie Coordinator

JITKA SMITH 
President of CSA of WA /  
Master of Ceremony

KATEŘINA ŠVEJCAROVÁ  
Secretary / Public relations

MICHAELA ONDOVÁ
Finance Manager / Catering 
Head Chef / Social Media

PETRA JEREJIAN
Marketing Assistant

GABRIELA BALADOVÁ
Grants & Sponsorships

JURA VOYT / MARCELA 
PAUKOVÁ / RADEK VÁCLAVÍK 
/ PETRA JEREJIAN / REGINA 
ČELIŠOVÁ / VERONIKA LAKAY / 
KATEŘINA STEFFENS 
Festival Crew

OUR TEAM

Adam McDonnell, Alta Venter, Bohdan Warchomij, David McDonnell, 
Denisa Cross, Eugene Venter, Gvendolina Bosák, Hana Flanderová, Ian 
Hale, Jana Chánová, Jessica Braine, Lenka Vachárna Cízová, Luba Voyt, 
Lucie Vrbská, Lukáš Bosák, Luke Smith, Marek Mendel, Martina Vacková, 
Michal Turek, Oliver Bosák, Pavol Faix, Silvia Panáková, Teodor Bosák, 
Tomas Dub, Tomas Ferko, to ECU film students, to all our valuable 
sponsors and volunteers and to all Committee members of CSA of WA

SPECIAL THANKS TO: 

  

  @csfilmfestwa     

Ngalakut nidja Biboolmun boodjaa nyinalanginy:  
We acknowledge we live in the lands of the Biboolmun Noongar.
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A U S S I E  
&    K I W I  
FILM FEST

THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORTERS

CULTURAL PARTNERS

FINANCIAL SUPPORT

SPONSORS

VENUE PARTNERS




